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WELL-BEING INDICATORS
SOME WELL-BEING INDICATORS ARE LOW COMPARED WITH OECD

5
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GDP GROWTH
THE MEXICAN ECONOMY KEEPS GROWING AT A MODERATE PACE 

Source: OECD Economic Outlook 103  Database 7
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GDP PER CAPITA
STILL THE LOWEST GDP PER CAPITA IN THE OECD

Source: OECD National Accounts Database
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GDP PER HOUR WORKED
MEXICO HAS THE LOWEST LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Productivity Database
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Source: OECD Economic Outlook 103 Database

MULTI-FACTOR PRODUCTIVITY
IS RECOVERING AND BUCKING THE INTERNATIONAL TREND OF 
SLOWING MFP GROWTH
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LABOUR MARKET



EMPLOYMENT RATE
EMPLOYMENT RATE IS BELOW THE OECD AVERAGE

Source: OECD Labour Force Statistics Database
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WOMEN’S EMPLOYMENT RATE
THE LOW OVERALL EMPLOYMENT RATE REFLECTS LOW 
EMPLOYMENT RATE FOR WOMEN

Source: OECD Labour Force Statistics Database 13
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
MEXICO’S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE REMAINS BELOW 
THE OECD AVERAGE

Source: OECD Labour Force Statistics Database
14

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

2
0
0

5
Q

1

2
0
0

5
Q

3

2
0
0

6
Q

1

2
0
0

6
Q

3

2
0
0

7
Q

1

2
0
0

7
Q

3

2
0
0

8
Q

1

2
0
0

8
Q

3

2
0
0

9
Q

1

2
0
0

9
Q

3

2
0
1

0
Q

1

2
0
1

0
Q

3

2
0
1

1
Q

1

2
0
1

1
Q

3

2
0
1

2
Q

1

2
0
1

2
Q

3

2
0
1

3
Q

1

2
0
1

3
Q

3

2
0
1

4
Q

1

2
0
1

4
Q

3

2
0
1

5
Q

1

2
0
1

5
Q

3

2
0
1

6
Q

1

2
0
1

6
Q

3

2
0
1

7
Q

1

2
0
1

7
Q

3

2
0
1

8
Q

1

% Unemployment rate, % of labour force

Mexico OECD



LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT
A VERY LOW RATE OF LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT

Source: OECD Labour Force Statistics Database 15
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YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT
MEXICO HAS ONE OF THE LOWEST YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATES IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Labour Force Statistics Database
16

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Youth unemployment rate, total, % of labour force, 2017 or latest available year



YOUTH NOT IN EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION OR TRAINING
MEXICO HAS A HIGH RATE OF NEETS, AND THE GENDER GAP AMONG 
NEETS IS THE HIGHEST IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Education at a Glance 2017
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WORKING HOURS
THOSE WHO ARE EMPLOYED WORK THE LONGEST HOURS 
IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Productivity Database
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TRADE AND FDI



EXPORTS-TO-GDP RATIO
MEXICO IS MORE OPEN TO TRADE THAN THE OECD AVERAGE

Source: OECD National Accounts at a Glance 2017
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EXPORT PERFORMANCE
MEXICO’S EXPORTS CONTINUE TO GROW RELATIVE TO THE SIZE 
OF ITS EXPORT MARKET

Source: OECD Economic Outlook 103 Database
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FDI INFLOWS
FDI INFLOWS ARE SIMILAR TO THE OECD AVERAGE, 
BUT LESS THAN OTHER EMERGING ECONOMIES

Source: World Bank World Development Indicators
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GLOBAL VALUE CHAIN PARTICIPATION
MEXICO IS WELL INTEGRATED INTO GVCs BY BACKWARD 
PARTICIPATION MEASURE

Source: OECD TiVA NowCast Estimates
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FDI RESTRICTIONS
ARE HIGHER THAN ALMOST ALL OTHER OECD COUNTRIES

Source: OECD FDI Restrictiveness Index
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FDI RESTRICTICTIONS BY SECTOR
RESTRICTIONS ARE PARTICULARLY STRINGENT IN TRANSPORT 
AND MEDIA

Source: OECD FDI Restrictiveness Index
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SERVICES TRADE RESTRICTIONS
RESTRICTIONS ARE MORE STRINGENT THAN THE OECD AVERAGE 
IN MOST SERVICE SECTORS

Source: OECD Services Trade Restrictiveness Index
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R&D EXPENDITURE

Source: OECD Main Science and Technology Indicators 28
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACTIVITY

Source: OECD STI Scoreboard 2017 29

MEXICO’S PATENT, INDUSTRIAL DESIGN AND TRADEMARK 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACTIVITY

Source: OECD OECD, STI Micro-data Lab: Intellectual Property Database 30
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PISA RESULTS
MEXICO’S 15-YEAR-OLDS HAVE THE LOWEST PISA SCORES 
IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 32
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EDUCATION SPENDING
MEXICO SPENDS MORE THAN AVERAGE AS A SHARE OF GDP, BUT 
SPENDING PER STUDENT IS THE LOWEST IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Education at a Glance Database
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE 
ENROLMENT RATE FOR 4 YEAR OLDS HAS INCREASED AND IS 
NOW HIGHER THAN THE OECD AVERAGE

Source: OECD Education at a Glance Database
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TERTIARY EDUCATION 
THE SHARE OF MEXICAN ADULTS WHO HAVE COMPLETED A 
TERTIARY QUALIFICATION REMAINS THE LOWEST IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Education at a Glance Database 35
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A SIGNIFICANT SHARE OF MEXICAN STUDENTS STUDY STEM

Source: OECD Education at a Glance Database 36
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INCOME INEQUALITY
MEXICO HAS THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF INCOME INEQUALITY
IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Income Distribution Database

Income inequality, Gini coefficient (0=complete equality; 1=complete inequality), 

2016 or latest available year

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

0.35

0.40

0.45

0.50



39

REGIONAL INEQUALITY
MEXICO HAS ONE OF THE HIGHEST RATES OF REGIONAL 
DISPARITIES IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Regional Statistics Database
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CHILD POVERTY
MEXICO HAS AMONG THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF CHILD POVERTY 
IN THE OECD

Source: OECD  Income Distribution Database

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

0.35

Poverty rate, 0-17 year-olds, 2017 or latest yearRatio of poor individuals to 

total population



41

INTEGRATION OF MIGRANTS
THE SHARE OF FOREIGN-BORN NOT IN EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION 
OR TRAINING IS HIGHER THAN THE OECD AVERAGE
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WOMEN IN POLITICS
MEXICO HAS ONE OF THE HIGHEST SHARES OF FEMALE 
PARLIAMENTARIANS IN THE OECD

Source: Government at a Glance Database 43
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WOMEN IN STEM
MEXICO HAS A LOWER SHARE OF WOMEN STEM GRADUATES 
THAN THE OECD AVERAGE

Source: OECD Education at a Glance Database
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GENDER PAY GAP
THE GENDER GAP IN MEXICO IS ABOVE THE OECD AVERAGE 
AND GROWING

Source: OECD Employment Database 45

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

K
O

R

E
S

T

J
P

N

L
V

A

C
H

L

IS
R

C
A

N

U
S

A

G
B

R

M
E

X

F
IN

C
Z

E

A
U

T

D
E

U

C
H

E

A
U

S

P
R

T

N
L
D

S
V

K

O
E

C
D

S
W

E

E
S

P

IR
L

IS
L

F
R

A

P
O

L

H
U

N

N
Z

L

N
O

R

T
U

R

D
N

K

IT
A

S
V

N

B
E

L

G
R

C

L
U

X

% Gender pay gap, female median wage as % of male, 2016 or latest year

2016 2010



GOVERNMENT



PUBLIC FINANCES
PUBLIC EXPENDITURE AND INVESTMENT ARE SIGNIFICANTLY 
LOWER THAN THE OECD AVERAGE

24.5% 40.8%

Government expenditure
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MEXICO         
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1.8% 3.1%

Government investment
% of GDP, 2015
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Source: OECD Government at a Glance Database 47



GOVERNMENT REVENUE
MEXICO HAS THE LOWEST GOVERNMENT REVENUE IN THE OECD 
BUT IS INCREASING

48Source: OECD National Accounts Statistics
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SOCIAL EXPENDITURE
SOCIAL EXPENDITURE IN MEXICO IS THE LOWEST IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Social Protection Database
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OPEN GOVERNMENT
GOVERNMENT DATA IN MEXICO ARE MORE OPEN THAN IN MOST 
OTHER OECD COUNTRIES

Source: OECD Government at a Glance 2017 50
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REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
MEXICO IS A LEADER IN STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Source: Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance Survey 2017
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TRUST IN GOVERNMENT 
THE LEVEL OF CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT IN MEXICO IS LOW 
AND HAS DECREASED

Source: OECD Government at Glance 2017
52

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

G
R

C

C
H

L

IT
A

K
O

R

S
V

N

F
R

A

M
E

X

H
U

N

E
S

P

U
S

A

L
V

A

E
S

T

P
R

T

IS
L

J
P

N

S
V

K

P
O

L

G
B

R

B
E

L

C
Z

E

O
E

C
D

A
U

T

IS
R

A
U

S

D
N

K

F
IN

S
W

E

D
E

U

IR
L

N
L

D

N
Z

L

T
U

R

C
A

N

N
O

R

L
U

X

C
H

E

% Share of citizens with confidence in the national government

2016 2007



53

INTEGRITY
MEXICO HAS THE HIGHEST PERCEIVED LEVEL OF PUBLIC SECTOR 
CORRUPTION IN THE OECD

Source: Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index
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SOCIETY



55Source: United Nations World Population Prospects

POPULATION AGEING
MEXICO HAS THE YOUNGEST POPULATION IN THE OECD, BUT LIKE 
ALL OECD COUNTRIES, FACES AN AGEING POPULATION
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS
BROADBAND SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE STILL THE LOWEST IN THE 
OECD ALBEIT SUBSTANTIAL GROWTH

Source: OECD Broadband database
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HEALTH
HEALTH EXPENDITURE AS A SHARE OF GDP IS AMONG THE LOWEST 
IN THE OECD

Source: OECD Health at a Glance 2017
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GREEN GROWTH



59
Source: OECD Green Growth Indicators

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
MEXICO’S PER CAPITA CO2 EMISSIONS ARE BELOW 
THE OECD AVERAGE
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Source: OECD Green Growth Indicators

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
THE CO2 INTENSITY OF MEXICO’S PRODUCTION IS BELOW THE 
OECD’S BUT HAS BEEN RELATIVELY STAGNANT
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Source: OECD Environmental Policy Database

ENVIRONMENTAL TAXES
ENVIRONMENTAL TAX REVENUES ARE CLOSE TO 
THE OECD AVERAGE
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Source: OECD Green Growth Indicators

RENEWABLE ENERGY
THE SHARE OF RENEWABLES IN MEXICO HAS BEEN DECLINING
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